“It was my first visit to Palestine,
and whilst | had a picture in my
head of how things might be for
the Palestinians, it was much
worse to see the reality of the
situation.” Mark Hendrick, MP
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Caught in

the Crossfire?
Internationals
killed in
Palestine.
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ISRAEL'S

BERLIN WALL

A relatively short distance across the
Green Line into the West Bank, the
town of Qalgilya represents perhaps
the most poignant example of the suf-
focating effect of building the so-called
Security Fence. Surrounded on all
sides, the “fence’ section consists of
coiled barbed wire, electronic motion
sensors and 3 metre ditches on either
side. On the town’s western boundary
to Israel an 8m high concrete wall
patrolled by Israeli soldiers has been
constructed, slicing well inside the
1967 border and swallowing the
town’s farmlands and other areas.
Qalgilya has a population of about
41,000 with 32 satellite villages. There
are 23 illegal Israeli settlements in the
area housing around 54,000 settlers (out
of a total of about 200,000 in the whole
of the West Bank, not including East

Twice as long and three
times as high as the

Berlin Wall

8 metre-high wall of
reinforced cement

Electric fences and

guard towers

USS 1 million per km to build
6 km inside Palestinian
territory

45-55% of Palestinian West
Bank territory will

be confiscated

51% of West Bank water
resources lost to Israel
83,000 fruit and olive trees
destroyed

12,000 Palestinians
imprisoned in no-man’s land

By JULIA WICKHAM,
Labour Middle East Council (LMEC)

Jerusalem). Over the years a thriving
trade was built up with its (legal) Israeli
neighbours just over the border in tex-
tiles and furniture, and many Israelis
used to frequent Qalgilya’s cafes and
bars — now deserted. Crucially, just over
50% of the water in the West Bank is in
the Qalqilya area. Since the building of
the wall, the town has lost 19 wells that
served the population.

In addition to the fences and wall, a
40-70m wide buffer zone is now being
built on the eastern (Palestinian) side of
the western wall. Residents are cut off
from their own fields, and the promised
“special access” via gates has been diffi-
cult. Only students living in the town are
allowed to attend the university, barring
600 students from other areas. Likewise
Qalgilyans studying or working else-
where are effectively cut off from their
homes. The 35km journey to and from
Nablus now can take over 4 hours. Entry
to the town is an arduous process
through the checkpoint. From August
2003, there would be only one 8m-wide
access to the town on foot.

Predictably, the impact of the con-
struction of the “Security Fence” has
been devastating for the town and sur-
rounding area. Unemployment now
stands at 69%. The divorce rate has
soared - there are now about 15-16 cases
monthly. There has also been an upsurge
of psychological problems, particularly
among 16-19 year-olds. Although there
are no borders with Israel to the North
and South, the whole of Qalqilya is now
encircled, imprisoned. The pressure and
suffering are intense. Continued on
page 2
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LMEC delegation visits 8 metre-high concrete wall in West Bank town of Qalquilya

Make sure Blair
delivers: Sa’eb Erekat’s
plea to Trade Unionists

“Where are the monitors that were proposed would
be on the ground in accordance with the Road Map?
Where is the Quartet itself? Why did it disappear?
Where are the mechanisms for implementation?
Where are the timelines? If it is just me against the
Israelis in Congress, | don't stand a chance.” page3
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